342     CONTRIBUTIONS TO "THE EXAMINER"

by events; that the attempt of changing a ministry, during
the difficulties of a long war, was rash and inconsiderate :
That if the Qu[een] were disposed by her inclinations, or
from any personal dislike, for such a change, it might have
been done with more safety, in a time of peace : That if it
had miscarried by any of those incidents, which in all ap-
pearance might have intervened, the consequences would
perhaps have ruined the whole confederacy ; and, therefore,
however it hath now succeeded, the experiment was too
dangerous to try,

But this is what we can by no means allow them. We
never will admit rashness or chance to have produced all
this harmony and order. It is visible to the world, that the
several steps towards this change were slowly taken, and
with the utmost caution. The movers observed as they
went on, how matters would bear, and advanced no farther
at first, than so as they might be able to stop or go back, if
circumstances were not mature. Things were grown to such
a height, that it was no longer the question, whether a per-
son who aimed at an employment, were a Whig or a Tory,
much less, whether he had merit or proper abilities for ^vhat
he pretended to: he must owe his preferment only to the
favourites; and the crown was so far from nominating, that
they would not allow it a negative. This, the Qu[een] was
resolved no longer to -endure, and began to break into their
prescription, by bestowing one or two places of consequence,1
without consulting her ephori; after they had fixed them
for others, and concluded as usually, that all their business
was to signify their pleasure to her M[ajest]y. But though
the persons the Qu[een] had chosen, were such as no
objection could well be raised against upon the score of
party; yet the oligarchy took the alarm;2 their sovereign
authority was, it seems, called in question; they grew into
anger and discontent, as if their undoubted rights were

1 The Queen appointed Earl Rivers to the lieutenancy of the Tower
without the Duke of Marlborough's concurrence. See " Memoirs
Relating to that Change," etc. (vol. v., pp. 375-7 of present edition).
[T. S.]

a " Upon the fall of that great minister and favourite [Godolphin],
that whole party became dispirited, and seemed to expect the worst that
could follow" (Swift's "Memoirs Relating to that Change," etc.,
voL v., p. 378 of present edition). [T. S.]